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On April 19, Childcare Resources executive 
director, Shannon McGuire Bowman, 
presented to a room of more than 200 
members of Impact 100. She spent five 
minutes explaining how the proposed 
grant, which would provide training 
to early educators, could benefit the 
community. Following her presentation, as 
well as presentations by six other finalists, 
members cast their vote for their preferred 
projects. The tallied ballots revealed that 
the Childcare Resources training program 
was a top pick and Childcare Resources was 
awarded $100,000 to implement the project 
throughout the next two years.

The Credentialing Program for Early Educators (CPEE) project will provide an easily-
accessible, comprehensive credentialing program for early educators in Indian River 
County. The goal of the project is to enable more than 36 early educators to receive their 
Staff Credential. Each participant will attain more than 120 hours of quality training. The 
coursework is extremely beneficial because it gives the student a working knowledge of 
child development, early childhood curriculum, and the various art, music, dance, and 
drama experiences that young children should experience. The credentialing program also 
includes a practicum component which will enable the student to prepare the required 
portfolio that covers knowledge of the community contacts for children and their families.  
The project entails this child-related training and formal education, which will raise the 
bar for early education throughout the county. Early educators will gain the knowledge 
and learn skills to improve the level of learning in their classroom. The improved learning 
environments will lead to more children prepared for kindergarten.
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Childcare Resources receives $100,000 Impact 100 grant

“ This year’s Impact 100 seven finalists were of very 
high quality! The presenters of the grants to the 
Impact membership were clear and passionate about 
their work. That combination made it very difficult 
for the Impact members to choose how to vote. But 
choose they did! Childcare Resources, as a winner, 
now has the great opportunity and responsibility 
to follow through on making their Impact on the 
teachers of young children throughout our county. 
Personally, I can’t wait to see what happens next! ”
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Most children love to sing! 
Music supports self-expression, 
cooperation, creativity, as well 
as the development of social, 
cognitive, communication and 
motor skills. And for the four 
year olds in Ms. Marilyn’s class, 
music and singing have been 
a way to connect to another 
generation.
Every month, Ms. Marilyn’s 
class walks over to the 
Alzheimer and Parkinson 
Association’s Memory in 
Motion Center, where they 
perform songs for those 
guests who attend the Alz/
Park weekday social group - 
bringing a smile to everyone in 
the room.
“Over the last year, it’s been 
wonderful to get to know 
our neighbors at Alzheimer 
and Parkinson Association,” 
Shannon McGuire Bowman, 
Executive Director of 
Childcare Resources, says. 
“Building a relationship 
between our organizations 
– and a community between 
the people we serve – has 
been incredibly fulfilling for 
everyone involved. Both our 
students and the guests of 
Alz-Park get so much out 
of the children’s monthly 
performances.”
Four year old Maddox from 
Ms. Marilyn’s class, says “I like 
to sing to my older friends and 
I like to sing a lot. My older 
friends like the manners song. 
They smile at us and they are 
happy all day. Sometimes they 
share juice and cookies and I 
like that a lot.“

Sing and Smile



John Hendricks
John was born and raised in Meadville, PA. In 2002, John and his wife 
moved to Vero Beach. He has three daughters and enjoys playing golf 
and traveling. John is a retired attorney with experience supporting 
business goals and objectives in areas such as contracts and 
acquisitions. 
“I’m pleased to be joining the Childcare Resources board. I hope to 
contribute meaningfully to the continued success and expansion of its 

programs. Education is now a national challenge for us; quality early childhood education is an 
especially efficient way to address the challenge while at the same time helping families prosper.”

Joy Lambert
Joy was raised in the suburbs of Chicago. In 1984, she and her family 
moved to Vero Beach where they raised three children. Joy enjoys 
volunteering, yoga, biking and spending time with grandchildren. 
“During my volunteer work in the public school system, I worked with 
kindergarten children who had never before held a book in their hands. 
I saw how hungry some children were for attention and how far behind 
they were in comparison to their peers who had been nurtured in books 

and creative play during their formative years. I strongly feel that the early years are the most 
important in childhood development, and I want all the children in our community to have access 
to quality childcare. “

Sara Labellarte
Sara is a Vero Beach native. She is a Private Risk Advisor for Wells 
Fargo Insurance and manages strategic portfolios for clients in Vero 
Beach and Orlando. Sara and her husband have two young children. 
Depending on the season, you’ll find them watching football, enjoying 
the Florida sunshine and/or shopping. 
“When I walked through the campus halls for the first time, I was hit 
with emotion.  Lives of so many are being improved by the impact of 

this amazing organization.  From the new brick and mortar to the babies and small children it 
protects, from the parents and the Childcare Resources team that watch over these children and 
of course the community and beyond - Childcare Resources has a presence like no other.”

Jeannette Corbett
Jeannette was born in Pennsylvania and moved to Florida in 1967 
where she attended the University of Florida and began her career 
as a CPA. Prior to retiring, she was CEO of the Quantum Foundation. 
Jeannette and her husband enjoy bike riding, beach walking and 
church activities. 
“I was drawn to Childcare Resources by their targeted mission of providing 
to working families quality affordable care.”
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Starfest Draws Record Crowd

Since the inaugural event six years ago, 
the Starfest Luncheon has drawn sold-out 
crowds, brought in captivating speakers 
and raised funds for Childcare Resources. 
Co-chairs Karla Spooner and Judy Munn 
made sure this year was no different. With 
the help of table captains, more than 450 
guests enjoyed dining at Quail Valley River 
Club with the knowledge that they were 
helping children and families across Indian 
River Country.  

Thanks to sponsors and attendees, the 
event raised more than $175,000. This 
year, attendees enjoyed guest speaker 
Allison Massari, motivational speaker 
and artist. In 1998, Allison survived a 
near head-on car accident in which she 
was trapped, conscious and burned 
alive. Allison’s journey back to health and 
healing was a long and painful experience. 
However, it is her focus on the kindness of 
others that got her through and continues 
to be a motivation for her today.   

Karla Spooner said, “Childcare Resources 
serves such an important role in this 
community. The high quality early 
education and childcare provided to 
these families and children would not be 
possible without the investment that so 
many Starfest sponsors, table captains and 
guests have made over the years.”

Much Appreciated 



Outreach

105 Hours 
of Coaching

30 Teachers 
Supported 

Through
Coaching

10 Participating 
Schools

Improving 
Classroom 

Management

Providing Tips for 
Communicating 

with Families

Facilitated 
3 Learning 
Communities

31 Learning 
Community 
Attendees

Coach + Teacher 
= Collaborative 

Relationship

I like to plant flowers 
and watch them grow. 
Every Tuesday, it’s my 
turn to water the flowers. 
I asked my teacher why 
plants need water. She 
says that flowers need 
water and sunlight and 
part of the air to grow. 
We also put nutrients 
under the flowers. I asked 
my teacher why we put 
nutrients on the dirt. She 
says that the nutrients are 
like vitamins for plants. 
When I water the flowers, the nutrients fall into the dirt 
and go into the plant’s roots. Then, the plant’s roots 
get really strong and then the leaves get bigger. Then, 
beautiful flowers are made. I like learning about flowers.

On April 8, I attended 
the Reggio Emilia 
workshop hosted by 
Childcare Resources. 
My colleagues (almost 
200 of them!) and I 
learned about the 
approach, which 
explains that young 
children are capable of 
constructing their own 
learning and are driven by their interests to understand 
and know more. Every day, I’m asked “why” at least 
50 times… so I know that young children are curious. 
This workshop provided me with some great ideas on 
how to turn those “whys” into learning opportunities. 
I’m reminded that my role as a teacher is to guide the 
students by observing, listening and providing them with 
opportunities to explore their interests further.

I look forward to using the environment as a “third 
teacher”. During the workshop, we discussed some 
great ways to bring the natural environment into the 
classroom environment, like using natural lighting and 
objects found in nature. And, my students love to be 
outside. I want to do all that I can to help transfer this 
love into learning.

Through the eyes of a teacher...

Through the eyes of a student...
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Coach
Impact

Professional Development:
the RESULTS



6 we volunteers
More than 

875 volunteer hours 
logged since July 1, 2016



Tracey Griffis meets with parent

The Need

The Solution
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Grant Partners

Bart Star Foundation
Children’s Services Advisory 

Committee
Exchange Club of Indian River

Grand Harbor Community Outreach
Impact 100

Indian River Community Foundation
Indian River Club - Head, Heart & 

Hands 
Indian River Hospital District

John’s Island Community Service 
League

John’s Island Foundation
PNC Foundation

Quail Valley Charities
United Way of Indian River County

Program Highlight
Wellness Coordinator

Sponsored by the Indian River Hospital 
District, Childcare Resources has recently 
hired Tracey Griffis, RN, BSN, to serve as 
the Wellness Coordinator. Throughout the 
school year, Tracey will support families and 
children in the program by:

•  Helping parents expand their health 
knowledge through group training and 
individualized meetings 
•  Supporting parents as they navigate 
through the healthcare and insurance 
system
•  Scheduling screenings for 
developmental, sensory and behavioral 
concerns
•  Coordinating offsite and onsite therapy 
with families and therapists
•  Ensuring students receive the 
prescribed follow-up treatment and 
follow the suggested treatment plan
•  Providing onsite guidance to school 
staff and teachers

A comprehensive wellness program that 
supports children’s social, emotional and 
academic development.Because of you...

Thank you!



On April 18, friends and supporters attended the Annual 
Gathering and Capital Campaign Celebration at the 
Childcare Resources School. Attendees learned about the 
past year’s accomplishments, including new outreach efforts 
and fundraising accomplishments. Attendees also had the 
opportunity to view the recently completed donor wall which 
recognizes capital campaign donors and members of the 
legacy society.
Outgoing board members included Nancy Hopwood, 
Carolyn Veeneman and Anthony Dzielski, who have been 
instrumental in the development of the organization 
throughout the past six years. Nancy has been instrumental 
through the program committee and countless marketing 
initiatives. She also served as a Better Beginnings, Brighter 
Futures campaign cabinet member. Carolyn served as 
president for two years and was a capital campaign co-chair. 
Anthony chaired the Touch a Truck committee for two years. 
Also during the meeting, Katy Block Faires passed her role as 
president to Susan Blaxill-Deal.

Mural Artists: Cristina Abizaid and Sharon Sexton

Than
kful
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2017 - 2018
Board of Directors
Pam Barefoot
Susan Blaxill-Deal, 

President
Carol Buhl
Jeannette Corbett
Susan Donovan 
Katy Block Faires, 

Immediate Past President
Bill Furr
Richard Giessert
John Hendricks
Barbara Horton
Cynthia Hultquist 
Sara Labellarte
Joy Lambert
Karla Spooner
Andy Williams, CPA, 

Treasurer

Honorary Board
Nancy Hopwood
Sandy Kahle
Anne and Jack* Kelsey
Kathy Marshall
Carolyn Veeneman
Sherry Waddell

Executive Director
Shannon McGuire Bowman
*deceased

772-567-3202
Vero Beach, FL
ChildcareResourcesIR.org

Annual Celebration

Childcare Resources
2300 Fifth Ave, #149
Vero Beach, FL  32960
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